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METHODS RESULTS

35 clinically stabilized schizophrenic patients (2¢An earlier age at onset was found to be predictive of fronta

males and 6 females) were recruited. cognitive impairment (Tower of London p=0.022,
They were assessed by: OR=0.709). In addition female gender was more probabl
-the Brief Assessment of Cognition in Schizophreni associated with mistakes at MET-Hy2= 4.80, p=0.05,
(BACS); phi=0.40) and Hotel Task®= 5.25, p=0.04, phi=0.4) than

- an executive/social cognition battery including thimale one. Finally, cannabis abusers showed mor
Multiple Errands Test for Use in Hospital Settingsfrequently deficits on verbal fluencyy2= 9.35, p=0.04,
(MET-HV), the Hotel Task the lowa Gamblin¢ctask ~ Phi=0.52) anc executivt functionin¢ (Towel of London
the Reading The Mind in the Eyes Test and the Fau(x2= 11.67, p=0.02, phi=0.58) than alcohol/cocaine
Pas Test. abusers.

Binary logistic models were performed to find ar

eventual association between continuous clinic CONCLUSIONS

variables and cognitive test failures. The 10te omgle patients with an early age at onset and cannat
sample was divided in groups according tgpyse seem to have the worst cognitive profile amon
dichotomous variables (gender, diagnostic sub-ty}schizophrenics. These data remark the importance of age
and substance abuse) and the presence of cognilgpset on the course of the disorder, and confirm that ear

deficits was compared between groupgdgests.  gnset population need a higher intensity of care in light o
the more severe cognitive impairment.
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